APPENDIX IV
Question n : Was his mixture patented ? If so, by whom,
when and where ?
Answer: The mixture of powder with nitro-glycerine was
patented by me in France, England, Sweden and Belgium in 1863.
Although my father had first hit on mixing nitro-glycerine with
gunpowder, he considered on account of «his non-success, the
invention as mine, and desired me to patent it in my own name,
which I did. My patents of 1863 do not mention that the powder
should be pulverised, because at that time I had not yet invented
the ignition by means of a local detonation and because a mixture
of pulverised powder and nitro-glycerme only becomes a valuable
blasting agent when used with that ignition.
But by Letters Patent, taken by me in France in January, 1864,
I claimed nitro-glycerine absorbed in porous substances in general,
which of course includes porous gunpowder as well, since I had
previously patented in 1863 the use of nitro-glycerine absorbed in
porous gunpowder,
Question 12 : Was this mixture used in blasting ? If so, by
whom, where and to what extent ? And how and what were the
proportions ? (N.B.—See my English and French patents.)
Answer : This mixture of pulverised powder and nitro-glycerine
was pushed for a time by Mr. Wasserfuhr, powder manufacturer at
Cologne, Prussia, in 1868 or 1869, but was speedily given tip
because it could not sustain the competition of other nitro-glycerine
compounds. I myself never recommended it for blasting, but
another compound, which is substantially the same, and has the
same strength, but is safer to manufacture, to carry, to store'and
to use. That compound, broadly described, is nitro-glycerine
20 parts, mixed with 80 parts of gunpowder, less sulphur. That
article was first patented by me in .... the year .... and
has been largely sold from my various factories. The mixture of
gunpowder and nitro-glycerine has no advantage over that com-
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